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“Rightwiseness”
DIKAIOSUNE ( dik-ah-yos-oó-nay) is the character or
quality of being right or just; it was formerly spelled
rightwiseness which clearly expresses its meaning.
(W.E. VINE)

Righteousness is RIGHT STANDING WITH GOD. It
gives you the ability to be free of guilt, condemnation,
fear, and inferiority. These are four problems that rob
many Christians of God’s blessings. We shall study and
find that an understanding of righteousness can
transform your life. Imagine a life of blessings with no
guilt, fear, condemnation, or inferiority. What a
blessed life it would be!

Righteousness is the greatest blessing of the New
Creation. Righteousness is a key word in the Apostle
Paul’s epistles because it is the object of redemption.

The central theme of the gospel message is
righteousness. God Himself is righteous; He gives His
righteousness to us when we believe. The Old
Testament Law and Prophets speak of righteousness
obtained through faith. The core of saving faith in Jesus
Christ, who through His death and resurrection restores
us to righteousness and life. As a result of God’s
acceptance of us as righteous, believers are freed to
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walk the road of righteousness and holiness, in fruitful
lives poured out in gratitude to God.

How can a righteous God freely give righteousness to an
unrighteous people? Paul’s answer is: the love and
mercy of God, revealed in the cross—a love so strong
that nothing can tear us from it. We can all become
righteous in God’s sight if we believe in Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior.

...
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Two Kinds of
Righteousness

I. The Bible tells us that there are two kinds of
righteousness; God’s and man’s. “For not
knowing about God’s righteousness, and
seeking to establish their own, they did not
subject themselves to the righteousness of
God.” (Romans 10:3)

A. If you are ignorant of God’s righteousness, you
will automatically go about to establish your own
righteousness. You will be justified by God or by
yourself, depending on the kind of righteousness
that you recognize.

B. Self-righteousness always seeks self-gratification
and God’s approval through good works.

1. Self-righteousness leaves God out of your life.
2. When you seek God’s righteousness first then

God is committed to fulfill His promises.
3. Self-righteousness puts you in bondage to

people and to your own words and standards.
4. God’s righteousness puts you at liberty to serve

God and His Word.

II. THE RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM GOD IS BASED
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ON WHAT JESUS HAS DONE FOR YOU

A. God’s righteousness is eternal and establishes
your fellowship with Him.

B. Your own righteousness is temporary and
dependent on self-justification.

1. It is vital to stay in the righteousness of God and
not get over into your own righteousness.

2. There is a way that seems right to man…
(Proverbs 14:12).

...
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God’s Righteousness Is
a Gift

“For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned
through the one, much more those who receive
abundance of grace and of the GIFT OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS will reign in life through the One,
Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:17).

I. There is a difference in a man’s self-righteousness
and the gift of righteousness from God.

A. Self-righteousness boasts in itself,

B. The gift of righteousness can boast only in the
finished work of Christ.

II. Every child of God has an equal and right standing
with the Father because every Christian receives the
gift of righteousness when he or she is born again.

III. JESUS PAID THE PRICE

A. The human race owed a tremendous debt of sin.
Because mankind was unable to pay its debt, God
sent His own Son to pay it (1 Peter 2:24).

1. Jesus was your substitute.
2. He took your place.
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3. He paid an awful price for your sin.
4. Because He loved you (John 3:16-17).

B. Now that the debt is paid, you are given a right
standing with God. It is actually the right
standing that Jesus earned as a result of His
obedience unto death.

C. You receive His righteousness the moment you
take Him as Lord and Savior.

D. “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our
behalf, that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

E. If Christ dwells in your heart, you have the
righteousness of God. You have become the
righteousness of God in Him.

IV. GOD’S KINGDOM & RIGHTEOUSNESS (Matthew
6:24-34)

A. It is God’s will for us to possess the kingdom
(Luke 12:31-32; Colossians 1:12; Galatians 1:4).

B. Seeking our right-standing in the kingdom
(Galatians 3:6-29; Matthew 5:6).

1. We must develop an awareness of
righteousness.

2. Romans 3:21-22—Righteousness by faith.
3. Romans 5:17—A gift.
4. If you can believe to be saved and filled with the
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Holy Spirit, you can believe that you are the
righteousness of God by faith in the blood of
Jesus. (Romans 3:25).

C. Taking advantage of our right-standing with God
will produce all these things (Matthew 6:31-34).

1. What you shall eat.
2. What you shall drink.
3. What you shall wear.
4. Protection and security from the evils of

tomorrow.
...
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Availability of
Righteousness

Most of us struggle with the idea of being righteous
because we are well acquainted with the Scriptures
declaring man’s sinfulness. What we have not realized is
that these Scriptures refer to men who do not receive
Christ.

I. TO ALL WHO BELIEVE

A. Since all men are sinners, the gift of
righteousness is available to all who believe on
Jesus Christ. “But now apart from the Law the
righteousness of God has been manifested, being
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD THROUGH FAITH
in Jesus Christ FOR ALL THOSE WHO
BELIEVE; for there is no distinction; for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being
justified as a gift by His grace through the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus;” (Romans
3:21-24).

B. If you are justified by His grace through
redemption, you are the righteousness of God in
Christ Jesus.
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II. RECEIVING RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH

A. Righteousness is actually received when you are
born again.

B. Because many have not understood the
righteousness of God which is by faith, they have
failed to experience the full joy of God’s gift.

C. This lack of knowledge allows you to walk in fear,
guilt, condemnation and a sense of inferiority.

D. Faithful Bible study reveals the righteousness of
God. (Romans 1:17)

E. The message of righteousness is good news.

1. The moment you hear this word, it should cause
faith to rise up in your spirit-man.

2. In your heart you want to receive.
3. It is yours, a gift from God.

F. You must BELIEVE and CONFESS. “For with the
heart MAN BELIEVES, RESULTING IN
RIGHTEOUSNESS, and with the mouth he
confesses, resulting in salvation.” (Romans
10:10). This is a confession of faith, not a
confession of sin.

G. When you speak in line with God’s Word,
salvation comes, i.e. “Jesus is Lord, by His
stripes I am healed!”

III. RIGHTEOUSNESS PURSUED BY FAITH
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(Romans 9:30-33)

A. Top priority (Matthew 6:33).

B. Righteousness which is by faith speaks (Romans
10:6).

C. All the world is guilty! But by our faith we have
been justified (declared not guilty).

D. Do not stop reading Romans chapter 3 when you
come to verse 10. You are not under the Law,
“But now apart from the Law the righteousness
of God has been manifested... ...through faith in
Jesus Christ for all those who believe.” (Romans
3:21-22; see also 25-26).

IV. RIGHTEOUSNESS IS A GARMENT

A. You must put it on (Eph. 6:14)

B. White robes (Rev. 6:11)

C. Christ is God’s righteousness (Gal. 3:27)

...
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Benefits of
Righteousness, Part I

When God justifies, he declares the believers in Christ
to be righteous in His sight in spite of their sin. Christ’s
death on the cross pays the penalty for sin, and God
credits the perfection of Christ to the believer. He
accepts us as though sin never existed.

I. NO CONDEMNATION OR GUILT

A. “THERE is, therefore, now NO
CONDEMNATION to them who are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit” (Romans 8:1 KJV).

B. A sense of righteousness gives you confidence
that God has truly forgiven you of your sins. You
begin to see that the judgment and
condemnation that you deserved fell on Jesus.

C. “Much more then, having now been justified by
His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of
God through Him.” (Romans 5:9).

D. You have been justified (declared not guilty)
because of the blood of Christ that was shed for
you.
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E. You are freed from sin, with all its guilt and
condemnation, so that you may become the
SERVANTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Romans
6:18).

1. By an act of faith, you begin to think not of your
sins and shortcomings, but of your
righteousness in Christ.

2. God has forgotten your sins.
3. Why should you continue to think about being

unworthy?

F. You have been made worthy by Jesus Christ. He
has qualified you to “…to share in the inheritance
of the saints in light” (Colossians 1:12).

1. It is not your works but your faith in His works.
2. We must exchange our old sin awareness for a

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD awareness.

II. NO FEAR

A. Righteousness is right standing with God. If you
are in right standing with God, then He is not
fighting against you.

1. He is on your side.
2. He is for you.
3. He desires your best.

B. What joy will fill your heart the day you realize “If
God is for us, who is against us?” (Romans 8:31).
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C. You have nothing to fear. David said, “The LORD
is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1 KJV).

D. God has given you the gift of righteousness
because of His love for you. “There is no fear in
love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear
involves punishment, and the one who fears is
not perfected in love.” (1 John 4:18).

E. A loving father does not want his children to be
so fearful of him that they are afraid to talk to
him.

1. He desires their respect, reverence, and
obedience, but he wants them to feel
comfortable in coming to him.

2. God invites you to “…come boldly to the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find
grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16
KJV). “For God has not given us a spirit of fear,
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
(2 Timothy 1:7 KJV).

...
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Benefits of
Righteousness, Part II
I. NO INFERIORITY

A. Occasionally when someone is asked how they
are doing, we hear them respond with these
words: “Under the circumstances, I think I’ll
make it.”

1. As a Christian, thank God, you do not have to be
under the circumstances.

2. You receive the abundance of God’s grace and
His gift of righteousness.

3. You are to reign in this life by Jesus Christ.

B. You BE THE CIRCUMSTANCES for some poor
lost dying sinner out there, instead of being
subdued.

C. Because you have a right standing with God, you
do not have to feel inferior to the powers of
Satan.

D. You are an heir of God and a joint-heir with
Christ (Romans 8:17).

E. As you receive the righteousness of God, you
become partakers of the divine nature of God (2
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Peter 1:4).

1. His strength has become your strength.
2. His ability is your ability.
3. His life is your life.
4. His life is not inferior it is superior!

F. “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer I who live, but CHRIST LIVES IN ME;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I LIVE
BY FAITH IN THE SON OF GOD, who loved me
and delivered Himself up for me” (Galatians
2:20).

II. CONTINUAL CLEANSING FROM
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS

A. As a Christian, you may miss the mark and sin.

1. Sin is unrighteousness.
a. It is not pleasing to God.
b. It must be dealt with.

2. The best time to do this is immediately if not
sooner. Do not wait to repent.

B. The promise of God is “If we confess our sins, He
is faithful and righteous to FORGIVE US OUR
SINS and to CLEANSE US FROM ALL
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS” (1 John 1:9). “…the
BLOOD of Jesus His Son CLEANSES us from all
sin” (1 John 1:7).
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III. MANY BENEFITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

A. Right living (Romans 6:18-19; 7:4-6; 14:17).

B. Eternal life (Romans 5:18; 6:22-23).

C. Love and Mercy (Romans 5:6-11; 8:35-39; 9:14-
18,25).

D. See chart at the back of this book.

...
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Reality of
Righteousness

Rather than talk about STRESS, FAILURE, and
DEPRESSION—We will preach The RIGHTEOUSNESS
of God in The Anointed One!

We should not only realize what we have been saved
from, we should focus on that which we are saved unto.
Our testimonies should be geared more toward who we
are in Christ than what we were in our former condition
in the world.

There is a force at work in righteousness (Isaiah 32:17;
54:14-17). This force makes sin as though it never
existed, as though Adam never sinned!

I. RIGHTEOUSNESS IS BY THE RE-CREATING
POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (Isaiah 32:15-18)

A. When the Spirit is poured out it makes a way and
a place for righteousness.

B. The work (or fruit) of righteousness is peace and
security.

C. Righteousness is realized by following the Holy
Spirit, “He leadeth me in paths of righteousness
for His name’s sake,” (Psalm 23:3 KJV).
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II. RIGHTEOUSNESS IS INHERITED (Isaiah
54:14,17)

A. You will be established.

B. Kept far from oppression and fear.

C. No weapon formed against you will succeed.

D. You will judge your accusers.

E. This is the heritage of the servants of God.

III. WE ARE JOINT HEIRS WITH JESUS (Galatians
4:4-7; Philippians 2:5-6,15; Colossians 1:12-22; 1
John 3:1-2; Revelation 1:4-6)

A. We are NOW sons of God.

B. As sons, joint-heirs, we have been made the
righteousness of God.

1. Romans 5:15-18, 10:3-10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21,
6:14.

2. Matthew 5:6—They shall be satisfied!

C. Every child of God has the same standing with
the Father because righteousness cannot be
obtained through works (Romans 9:30-32).

D. Righteousness is a force. Isaiah 32:17. 1
Corinthians 15:34—It will stop sin. Matthew
6:31-34—It will produce; what we eat, drink, and
wear, along with protection and security for the
next day.
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E. What shall we say Abraham has found (Romans
4:1-8)? He found God would treat him as if he had
never sinned.

...
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Develop a
Righteousness

Awareness
We must be aware of our right, and the ability, to stand
in the presence of Almighty God without the sense of
guilt, condemnation, or inferiority.

I. WE HAVE HAD A SIN AWARENESS. WAKE UP TO
RIGHTEOUSNESS! (1 Corinthians 15:34)

A. You are the righteousness of God, your struggle is
over!

B. 1 John 4:4, He that is in you is greater than he
that is in the world. He that is in you will put you
over in victory!

II. A VICTORY IN CHRIST AWARENESS comes with
a righteousness awareness!

A. Righteousness is the object of our redemption.

B. Man must accept Jesus as God’s sacrifice and
God must accept man as though Adam never
sinned.

1. The believer must depend on the gift of
righteousness. It carries the forces that cause

~25~



spiritual growth. (Ephesians 4:14-16).
2. Righteousness will produce peace, quietness,

and everlasting assurance (Isaiah 32:17).

C. Sin Awareness vs. Righteousness Awareness.

1. Sin awareness is timid; it always hesitates.
2. Sin awareness requires a physical sign that God

is moving.
3. Righteousness awareness KNOWS God is

moving; because you asked Him to.
4. Hebrews 1:3; 10:1-2, 10-14.

...
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Power & Effectiveness
of Righteousness

“The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the
effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance
forever. And my people shall dwell in a peaceable
habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting
places.” (Isaiah 32:17-18 KJV).

I. OUR PRAYERS ARE EFFECTIVE

A. With a right standing with God, you can come
boldly into His presence with your praises and
petitions (Hebrews 4:16).

1. One of the most important things you must do
as you enter into God’s presence is to be sure
your heart is cleansed from all in. This comes by
faith in the cleansing power of the blood of
Jesus.

2. After you know you are cleansed, you can have
confidence in your prayers. “Beloved, if our
heart does not condemn us, we have confidence
before God;” (1 John 3:21).

B. God delights in hearing the prayers of His
righteous children. “For the eyes of the LORD
are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to

~27~



their prayer; but the face of the LORD is against
those who do evil.” (1 Peter 3:12).

1. If you are not righteous or if you are not seeking
God’s righteousness, your prayers will not be
very effective.

2. Thank God, “…The effectual, fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16
KJV). God will hear and answer your prayers if
you maintain your right standing
(righteousness in Christ) by faith.

II. HEALING IN THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
(Isaiah 53:4-12, 54:5,8-17; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21)

A. Righteousness is a gift (Romans 5:17). If you can
believe you are saved, you can believe that you
are the righteousness of God.

B. “O afflicted one… …in righteousness you will be
established;” (Isaiah 54:11,14).

C. Romans 8:10-11, “And if Christ is in you, though
the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is
alive because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of
Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies through
His Spirit who indwells you.”

D. Proverbs 12:3, The immovable root of
righteousness against affliction (Mark 4:17).
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E. James 5:13-18—Concerning healing.

F. Luke 4:18,40-43—The anointed preaching of the
kingdom of God and the word of righteousness
brings healing. (Matthew 8:17; Isaiah 53:4; Acts
28:23-27).

III. VICTORY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Romans 5:17; 2
Corinthians 5:17-21)

A. Jesus’ victory over Satan.

1. Victory in His earthly ministry.
2. Victory in the resurrection.
3. Victory in the new creation.

B. The born-again believer is God’s greatest victory.

1. It is sin made into the righteousness of God.
2. It is the glory of the Cross.
3. The righteousness of God in the Body of Christ.

a. Is expected in your earthly ministry.
b. Is expected in your resurrection.
c. Is expected to be shared and increased.

C. He made us sit with Him.

1. “But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for
all time, sat down at the right hand of God,
waiting from that time onward until His
enemies be made a footstool for His feet. For by
one offering He has perfected for all time those
who are sanctified.” (Hebrews 10:12-14).

~29~



2. “And raised us up with Him, and seated us with
Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.”
(Ephesians 2:6).

...
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Paul’s Contrast Between
Adam and Jesus (Romans

5:15-21)

ONE MAN, ADAM ONE MAN, JESUS
v.15 One man’s trespass
many died

One man’s grace gift of
righteousness

v.16 One (Adam)
judgment and
condemnation

Many trespasses gift
justification

v.17 Through one man’s
trespass death reigned

Through the One man
Jesus Christ believers
reign in life

v.18 One trespass
condemnation for all
men

One act of righteousness
justification offered to
all men

v.19 Disobedience of one
pattern for many
sinners

Obedience of One
pattern for many
righteous.

v.20 The Law
transgression to increase

but where sin increased
grace abounded all the
more.

v.21 Sin reigned in death Grace reigns to bring
eternal life.
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